Nevertheless, relations between Brazil and non-European Mediterranean countries weakened following the decrease of oil prices, the return of democracy and the emergence of economic crisis in Brazil, and subsequent diminished Brazilian efforts for diplomacy. For instance, the office of the Arab League was closed down, an air route between São Paulo and Beirut was cancelled three years after its launch in 1995 for lack of demand, and a programmed visit of President Fernando Henrique Cardoso (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) to the Palestinian territories was postponed without any outcome (MAJZOUB, 2001 ; ANBA, 17/02/04). The former leader Cardoso acknowledges it in his memories: "The Middle East that was important during the military governments, was losing relevance, given the high degree of conflict established in the region and our lack of means to intervene constructively" (CARDOSO, 2006, p.612) . During his two mandates, Brazil moved further and further away from the Mediterranean countries.
Closing embassies and coming back to a cautious rhetoric concerning the Middle East, the nation was approaching a certain alignment on Northern American positions at the Security Council (MESSARI, 2006 ).
Yet, historical events are not entirely dichotomous; to some extent, an evolution had started to dawn by the end of the nineties. Itamaraty organized a conference on the Mediterranean countries, these motivations are generated both by a trade logic and a diplomatic ambition.
A still unexploited economic potential
Links between Brazil and the Mediterranean region stem from an economic necessity. Foreign policy is fully part of the Brazilian strategy for development, as it partly bets on an economy drawn by exportations, till the internal market gets stronger.
Moreover, trade is a good first step to establish contacts between countries that do not It not only takes part in training individuals from partner countries, but also sets up exchanges aiming at diversifying its own research and studies. 
A new arbitrator in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?
Brazil"s international emergence and visibility have resulted from strong diplomatic activism, including the interest shown in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that proves Brazil"s readiness to take responsibilities on the international scene. This orientation may also be a key to understand why Egypt raised more interest than I think it is natural that Brazil has interest in participating in the questions linked to the Middle-East, because they concern world peace. And if they concern peace in the world, we are of course also concerned. Not to mention the number of Arab descendants living in Brazil. We are not to appear with a brand new solution for the Middle-East issue. All possible solutions have already been proposed. What is necessary is the political will to implement them. In our position we would like to contribute to dialogue. I think that a country such as Brazil can easily achieve this. Owing to our own history or to the history Brazil has with this region. Owing to the respect Brazil internationally inspires. We do not want to make it alone, but by getting together with other actors. (…) The truth is that limiting dialogue to the "Quartet" has not been successful. So, I believe it is necessary to have more representativeness in the international community (ANBA, 30/12/09). 
Conclusion
Brazilian strategy towards non-European Mediterranean countries seems to bear fruit: an increase in trade and an improvement of Brazil"s international visibility. This rapprochement does not necessarily correspond to a foreign policy priority, but it does belong to a broader global strategy. Within such a framework, this approximation makes sense and reveals its whole importance, along with a certain capacity of developing countries to assert their point of view. Brazilian diplomacy is still the cornerstone of a strategy aiming to achieve recognition and participation in the evolutions of the international scene.
Here the focus has been placed on the Brazilian outbreak on the Southern and 
